
Table of Contents
Introduction           5

1. Michigan Driver’s License Information 7
Michigan Residents 7
New Michigan Residents 7
General Licensing Requirements 8
The Driver’s License Process 9

Providing Proof of Identity; Providing Your Social Security
Number; Physical Standards; Vision Test; Knowledge Test;
Temporary Instruction Permit (TIP);
Road Skills Test; Restricted License Due to
Disability or Illness; Changing Information on Your
License; The Decision to Give Up Driving

Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) 16
Driver Education Certification; Parental Consent
and Support

Graduated Driver Licensing Summary 17
Driver Education—Segment One; Level 1 License;
Driver Education—Segment Two; Level 2 License;
Level 3 License

Probationary Program 20
Traffic Violations While on Probation; Ending Probation

Other Licenses and Endorsements 21
Chauffeur License; Commercial Driver License:
Group A, Group B, Group C; CDL Temporary Instruction
Permit; Additional CDL Information; Moped License;
Motorcycle Endorsement; Recreational Double R
Endorsement

Renewing Your Michigan Driver’s License 27
The Renewal Process; Convenient Renewal by Mail

Special Renewals 28
Duplicate License; Early Renewals; Out-of-State
Renewal by Mail; License Lost While Out of State;
Military Personnel and Dependents; Driving in a
Foreign Country; Obtaining a French or German
Driver’s License

2. Voter Registration, Organ Donation, and State
      Identification Cards 32

Voter Registration Information; Organ Donor Program;
State Identification Cards

3. Your Michigan Driving Record 36
Traffic Tickets; Michigan’s Point System; Points for Some
Traffic Convictions; Michigan’s Driver Responsibility Law;
Obtaining a Copy of Your Driving Record



4.  Losing Your Privilege to Drive  42
Licensing Actions  42

Driver’s License Restrictions, Suspensions, and Revocations;
Mandatory Licensing Actions Required by State Law;
Licensing Actions Imposed by Secretary of State

Driver Assessment and Appeals 43
The Driver Assessment Reexamination Process; Teen
Drivers, Probationary Drivers, and Reexaminations;
Losing Your Privilege to Drive – A Note for Teens

5.  Substance Abuse and Driving  46
Drinking and Driving is Illegal  46
Effects of Alcohol 47
Illegal or Street Drugs and Medications 47
Recognizing Drivers Who Have Been Drinking or Using
Other Drugs 48
Anti-Drunken Driving Laws 49

Preliminary Breath Test; Michigan’s Implied Consent
Law; Types of Charges

Commercial Drivers and Alcohol 51
Teen Drivers and Alcohol 51
Anti-Drug Laws 52
Repeat Offender Laws 52

Penalties Under the Repeat Offender Laws
Driver’s License Actions 53

6.  Safety Belts, Safety Seats, and Air Bags  61
Buckle Up—It’s the Law! 61
Protecting Children and Teens 62

Law Sets Special Requirements
Air Bags 63

7.  Signs, Pavement Markings, and Signals  64
Signs 64

Regulatory Signs; Warning Signs; Slow-Moving
Vehicles; Guide Signs; Route Markers

Pavement Markings  70
Signals  72

Traffic Control Signals; Railroad Crossings; School
Areas; Construction and Maintenance; Pedestrian Signals

8.  Basic Skills, Law, and Safety  78
Some Basic Driving Tips  78
Preparing to Drive  79
Controlling Your Speed 80

Speed Limits; Give Yourself Time and Space to Stop;
Look Down the Road 12 Seconds; Signaling; Yielding;
Yielding in Other Circumstances



Turning at Intersections 84
Right Turns on Red Lights; Some Left Turns on Red
Lights

Passing 85
Passing on the Left; Passing on the Right; Passing Parked
Vehicles; Passing Vehicles in Slow-Moving
Traffic Lanes

 Freeway Driving 87
Leaving a Freeway; Fatigue

 Cruise Control 89
 Parking Your Vehicle 89
 How to Help Reduce Auto Theft/Carjacking 91

Other Safety Tips
9. Sharing the Road Safely—Be Courteous!  93

Distracted Driving 93
Tips for Sharing the Road When Driving 94
Pedestrians 95

Blind Pedestrians
Emergency Vehicles 96
Sharing the Road with Commercial Vehicles 97
Tips for Motorcycle Operators 98
Tips for Sharing the Road with Motorcycles 99

Bicycles and Mopeds; The Segway Scooter
School Buses: Alternately Flashing School Bus Lights 101

With Overhead Red Lights Only; With Alternately
Flashing Overhead Red and Yellow Lights; All School
Buses

 Aggressive Driving and Road Rage 102

10. Emergencies and Special Situations  104
Emergencies 104
Braking 104
Skids 105
Driving in Bad Weather 105
Rain 106
Using the Headlights 106
If an Oncoming Vehicle is in Your Lane 107
When Involved in a Crash 108
The Car/Deer Collision 108
Other Safety Tips 108

11. Snowmobiles, ORVs, and Watercraft—
        Some Facts to Know 109

Snowmobiles, ORVs, and Alcohol 109
 A Summary of Snowmobile (SM) and ORV Crimes 110



4 www.Michigan.gov/sos

Watercraft 112
A Note About Personal Watercraft
A Summary of Watercraft Crimes

12. Titles, Insurance, Registrations, and License Plates 115
Title Certificates 115

New Residents; Buying a Vehicle in Another State; Buying a
Vehicle from a Dealer; Buying a Vehicle from an Individual; Tax
Liability; Use Tax Exemption for a Relative; Relationships that
Do Not Qualify for a Tax Exemption; Supporting Your Claim;
Odometer Statement; Selling a Vehicle

Insurance Required 118
Registration 119
Low-Speed Vehicles 119
License Plate Renewal Forms 119

Your Personal Identification Number (PIN);
Renewal by Internet and Touch-Tone Telephone;
Renewal by Mail; License Plates Stay with the Owner;
Personalized License Plates; Specialty and
Fundraising License Plates; 30- and 60-Day Permits

13. Disabilities and Parking 122
License Plates for Individuals with Disabilities; Reduced
Fee Registration for Certain Vans; Disability Parking
Placards; Free Parking; Disability Parking Spaces; Van
Accessible Parking; Penalties for Misuse of a Disability
License Plate or Parking Placard; Pregnant Mother Parking
Permits

Test Your Safe Driving Knowledge 125
Quiz



26 www.Michigan.gov/sos

■ If you are age 16 or 17, you are required to complete a
motorcycle safety course.

A motorcycle Temporary Instruction Permit (TIP) is issued if
you are at least age 16 and hold a valid Michigan driver’s license
or driver’s license TIP.  Applicants ages 16 and 17 must present
proof of enrollment in, or completion of, a motorcycle safety
course.  This requirement may be waived if you have a valid
license or endorsement to operate a motorcycle from another
state.

A motorcycle TIP is valid for 180 days.  When using a
motorcycle TIP you must be under the constant visual supervi-
sion of a licensed motorcycle operator at least age 18.  While
using a motorcycle TIP, you may not carry passengers or operate
your motorcycle at night.

For more information about motorcycle safety classes or
motorcycle endorsements, obtain a copy of the Michigan Motor-
cycle Operator Manual from a Secretary of State branch office
or visit the Secretary of State Web site.

Recreational Double R Endorsement
A “recreational double” is a pickup truck pulling a fifth-

wheel trailer designed for recreational living purposes, with a
second trailer attached to the rear of the fifth-wheel trailer.  The
pickup truck must have a towing rate equal to, or greater than,
the total weight being towed.  The total length of the combina-
tion cannot exceed 65 feet.

To operate a recreational double, you must have an “R”
endorsement on your driver’s license.  Anyone age 18 or older
with a valid driver’s license may apply for this endorsement at a
branch office.  A knowledge test is required.  There is no skills
test.

Drivers holding a Group “A” CDL with a “T” double trailers
endorsement can operate a recreational double without the “R”
endorsement.  (Triple trailers are not permitted in Michigan.)
For more information, obtain a copy of the brochure A Recre-
ational Double Endorsement at a Secretary of State branch office
or visit the Secretary of State Web site.




